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Sergio Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Amalia Sartori (PPE), Mario Borghezio (NI), Clemente 

Mastella (PPE), Antonio Cancian (PPE), Fabrizio Bertot (PPE), Susy De Martini (ECR), Andrea 

Cozzolino (S&D), Oreste Rossi (PPE), Alfredo Pallone (PPE), Salvatore Tatarella (PPE), Roberta 

Angelilli (PPE), Mara Bizzotto (EFD), Carlo Fidanza (PPE), Lara Comi (PPE) and Raffaele 

Baldassarre (PPE) 

Subject: Syrian chemical weapons in the port of Gioia Tauro 

The mayors and other local councillors on the Plain of Gioia Tauro have manifested their opposition to 
the Italian Government’s decision to authorise the arrival of chemical weapons, of Syrian origin, at the 
port of Gioia Tauro. Sixty containers, Italy-bound with a total of 350 tons of arms, will arrive in the next 
few weeks and dock at this port in Calabria. There the material will be trans-shipped from the Danish 
and Norwegian carrier vessels to the US ship commissioned for the dismantling. The Italian 
Government gave no advance notice, either to residents or local councillors. 

The cargo boats carrying the Syrian arms have already been turned away by France and Albania. Italy, 
by contrast, made no objection to receiving the two carrier vessels for the trans-shipment operations. 
The Italian Government has supplied no details about which toxic substances are actually present for 
dismantling. This has further alarmed public interest groups. In particular, the local authorities are 
complaining that central government did not involve them beforehand in any way. According to Rome, 
their fears are unfounded and derive from a lack of information. For this reason, an information 
brochure is to be published and distributed free to the public in the coming days, on the operations and 
related safety measures. But this step has come too late to reassure the district. 

In the light of these facts: 

Considering the hostility of residents and local government to the storage of the arms in Gioia Tauro, 
can the European Commission check that the proper authorisation procedure has been followed to 
date, and explain the reasons why other Member States have apparently refused to dismantle the 
chemical weapons? 

Can the European Commission obtain and release to the questioners all the information, hitherto 
suppressed by the Italian Government, on the methods and timing of the storage operations? Above 
all, can it supply detailed news on the actual chemical substances being carried and their relative 
hazardousness? 


