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Question for written answer E-000834/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Mojca Kleva Kekuš (S&D) 

Subject: Green procurement 

Public procurement has a considerable influence on economic growth and the market. It has therefore 
often been used in the past decade as a way of achieving aims related to the environment, social 
policy, development and innovation, encouraging entrepreneurship, and the creation of new green 
jobs.   

Experiences with green procurement in the EU vary widely. The countries that set greatest store by 
public procurement contracts which allow for environmental criteria include the United Kingdom (75%) 
and Austria (62%). In Slovenia public procurement is gradually being greened as the Green 
Procurement Regulation is being enforced. Because of the present economic situation, in which the 
crisis is making itself acutely felt, and of the limited supply of environmentally more acceptable 
products, the environmental criteria in the Green Procurement Regulation have to some extent been 
adjusted.  

According to the most recent survey, which the Commission carried out in 2012, Slovenian authorities 
have taken greening criteria into account in their public procurement in only 32% of cases, a figure far 
below the EU  average. As far as other green procurement indicators are concerned, Slovenia again 
ranks among the worst Member States. The Commission had set a target whereby 50% of public 
procurement was supposed to have been greened by 2010, but the latest survey findings show that, 
even two years on, many Member States were falling short of that percentage and that the differences 
between them are enormous.  There are also differences as regards the validity of environmental 
certificates awarded in Member States: certificates issued in one Member State are either not valid in 
other countries or else do not suffice for tendering purposes. 

1.  What progress is being made in ascertaining whether public procurement is being greened in in 
Member States as far as is appropriate, and what steps will the Commission take if green 
procurement criteria are not met? 

2. What is the position as regards the uniform validity of environmental certificates awarded in Member 
States when a firm submits a tender under an open procedure in a country that does not specially 
issue any such certificates? 

3. What incentives or frameworks has the Commission planned with a view to increasing the 
proportion of green procurement? 


