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to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Paolo De Castro (S&D), Iratxe García Pérez (S&D), Daciana Octavia Sârbu (S&D) and Wojciech 

Michał Olejniczak (S&D) 

Subject: Protection of the sugar sector after 2017 

In the European Union, 18 Member States produce beet sugar at 106 factories supplied by up to 
160 000 farmers. In terms of (both direct and indirect) employment, this sector provides more than 
180 000 jobs. The reform of the sector, begun in 2006, has resulted in the closure of 80 factories, 
while the last reform of the Common Agricultural Policy provided for the dismantling of the production 
quota system, to begin on 30 September 2017 (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of 17 December 2013). 
The end of the production quota system – which was brought forward by three years in accordance 
with Parliament’s original proposal – drastically reduces the time for producers to carry out necessary 
adjustments to the new market framework and will have severe socio-economic consequences for the 
sugar sector. Growing competition and widening commercial choices for the different European 
operators are affecting national markets, with prices for annual sugar sales falling, in some cases by 
over 20 % compared to last year’s figures. In such circumstances, which are likely to get worse in 
coming years, several producers risk being unable to ensure the sustainability of their beet-sugar 
production in the short and medium term. 

What urgent measure does the Commission intend to take in order to mitigate the social and 
economic consequences that may be expected after 2017? Does the Commission consider it 
appropriate to introduce a ‘restructuring fund’ – as it did in 2006 – to ensure economic compensation 
for producers who may be obliged to leave the market after 2017? Does the Commission think that the 
amounts paid on the production quota by sugar producers (EUR 12 per tonne, amounting to EUR 157 
million per year) and the surplus of the restructuring fund (about EUR 640 million) may be used in this 
regard? 

 


