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Question for written answer E-001163/2014/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Josefa Andrés Barea (S&D) 

Subject: Infringement of European competition law 

The management model of the La Ribera hospital (Alzira, Valencia) has ben marketed by the media, 
the People’s Party and the Valencian regional government as an example of  good management 
resulting from the  privatisation of the Valencian Community’s public health system. However, just as it 
has done in so many other cases, the Valencian government turns out to have been covering up the 
truth, which is that the health market has been opened up in an irregular manner which breaches 
competition law. 

As has been pointed out in a report by the National Competition Authority (CNC) and taken up in all 
the national press, the tendering process did not follow the Authority’s recommendations, as in five of 
the six procedures, bids were only submitted by one group of companies (in Manises there were two 
bids) and all six contracts were awarded to companies partly belonging to the Ribera Salud group, 
which clearly received preferential treatment. 

Tenders for La Ribera hospital in Alzira and for Torrevieja hospital had to be submitted within a one-
and-a-half month time limit and required the inclusion of a high-quality management plan, technical 
plans, an investment plan and information about the project’s technical team, all of which are highly 
complex documents. It is therefore possible, as some unions have suggested, that the short deadline 
for preparing the bid and the fact that only one group of companies took part in the procedure are an 
indication that these companies received privileged information beforehand so that the contract would 
be awarded to their group. 

The CNC report also points out that economic factors largely irrelevant to revenue were taken into 
account when awarding the contracts, whereas inter-centre billing and savings related to 
pharmaceutical services were not considered.  

Does the Commission see these practices as infringing European public procurement law? 

Is the Commission aware of the report by the Spanish National Competition Authority? 

What checks does the Commission carry out on contract awards when another competing company 
complains, as is the case here?  


