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Question for written answer E-001205/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - New Afghan law regarding the protection of women 

On 4 February 2014, Human Rights Watch reported that Afghan law-makers are seeking approval 
from President Hamid Karzai for a new criminal procedure code that would effectively deny women 
protection from domestic violence and forced or child marriage. The new law has been passed in both 
houses of the Afghan Parliament and is expected to be sent to Karzai for final signature within a few 
weeks. In effect, the law would prohibit the judicial authorities from questioning the relatives of a 
criminal defendant, which would serve to silence victims of domestic violence. Family witnesses could 
choose not to testify, which would make the prosecution of abusers extremely difficult. Article 26 
‘Prohibition of Questioning an Individual as a Witness’ states that ‘The following people cannot be 
questioned as witnesses: […] Relatives of the accused’.  

The new code poses a serious threat to the critical protections for women and girls embodied in 
Afghanistan’s law on the Elimination of Violence against Women (EVAW), which was passed in 2009. 
This new criminal-procedure law follows several efforts by the Afghan Parliament to weaken already 
inadequate legal protections for women. Members of the Parliament opposed to women’s rights have 
sought to repeal or weaken the EVAW law, and in 2013 there were a number of high-profile attacks 
reported against female government and police officials. In addition, in November a controversial draft 
law prepared by Afghan officials, which would have reinstated public stoning as a punishment for 
adultery, was stopped after it was leaked to the press.  

1. Is the High Representative / Vice-President prepared to ask President Hamid Karzai to reject the 
new criminal-procedure code on the basis that it would negate the principles enshrined in the 
2009 EVAW law? 

2. What is the assessment of EU officials based in Afghanistan regarding the threats posed to 
women’s rights by the new code and other similar forms of legislation? 


