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Question for written answer E-001206/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - oil tanker hijacked off the Angolan coast 

On 18 January 2014, the Liberian-flagged ship MT Kerala went missing off the Angolan coast. The 
ship, owned by the Greek-based company Dynacom Tanker Management Ltd., had been assigned to 
finish a contract for the Angolan state oil firm Sonangol. On 26 January the ship eventually reappeared 
off the Nigerian coast. However, 60 000 tonnes of diesel had been stolen. Fortunately the ship’s crew 
were left unharmed. According to a number of media reports, there are fears that piracy, which has 
risen by a third off West Africa, could be spreading south of the Gulf of Guinea. Angola is currently 
Africa’s second largest producer of crude oil.  

However, news of the attack on MT Kerala prompted the Angolan Navy to deny reports of piracy. A 
spokesman for the Angolan Navy said that the ship’s crew had turned off communications to fake an 
attack. They provided no explanation for the motivation behind this act, but some suggest that the 
navy’s decision to claim that the attack was staged was taken to allay fears that ships in Angolan 
waters are at risk from pirates. At the same time, the Angolan Navy was also not able to explain how 
60 000 tonnes of diesel had been stolen. 

1. In light of reports emerging as regards the capture of MT Kerala, does the EU have concerns that 
we are experiencing a new wave of piracy along the south-west coast of Africa?  

2. What steps is the EU taking to investigate the circumstances surrounding the attack on 
18 January? 

3. Is the EU prepared to adopt a strategy to tackle piracy off West Africa which takes into account 
the success that has been achieved off the coast of Somalia? 


