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Question for written answer E-001414/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Mojca Kleva Kekuš (S&D) 

Subject: EU support for the conservation of cultural heritage 

What sets Europe apart is its many and varied cultures, which find expression not least in the diverse 
configuration of its regions and cities, as well as in its architectural heritage. Today this cultural 
diversity and heritage constitute invaluable spatial development potential in terms of sustainability. 

The Granada Convention, relating to the protection of Europe’s architectural heritage, the Valletta 
Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, and the Florence Charter on the 
Preservation of Historic Gardens set out key principles for maintaining and enhancing the status of 
cultural heritage in the context of sustainable spatial development. 

That is why cultural heritage funding should be increased, given that it is a development factor and as 
such contributes to economic development. One inference to be drawn from that fact is that 
investment should also be channelled into old town quarters, which not only represent the great 
richness of cultural heritage, but also offer a development opportunity. Solutions for their restoration 
and development accordingly need to be sought, for instance by encouraging public-private 
partnership.  

Infrastructure renovation constituting protection of cultural heritage is often too expensive for private 
owners, and good renewal, moreover, has to proceed from a sound specialist basis in the shape of 
conservation projects. 

1. What form of support is earmarked at EU level for cultural heritage conservation, whether granted 
to public institutions or to private owners? 

2. What types of EU resources are available for the restoration and development of old town 
quarters and other urban districts which have the protected status of cultural monuments? 

3. By what arrangements are cultural heritage restoration projects financed under the Structural 
Funds? 

4. What are the prospects for setting up a special fund for culture, modelled on the present 
Structural Funds, whereby a proportion of the resources would be assigned to national managing 
authorities under the next financing arrangement for the years 2020 to 2027? 

5. How are financial incentives for the conservation of cultural heritage being allocated under the 
current EU culture programme, Creative Europe? 

 


