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Question for written answer E-001888/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (PPE) and Petri Sarvamaa (PPE) 

Subject: Effects of new guidelines on state aid for regional airports in Sweden and Finland 

The Commission recently published draft revised guidelines on state aid for airports and airlines. In the 
new proposal, state aid for investment in airport infrastructure is allowed if public support is necessary 
to ensure the accessibility of a region. However, maximum levels of aid depend on the size of the 
airport. In addition, operating aid for airports will only be allowed for a transitional period of 10 years 
under certain conditions. 

The purpose of these new guidelines is to achieve a proper balance between sound competition and 
reliable accessibility throughout the EU. However, the proposed ceiling of 200 000 passengers per 
year, above which an airport classified as a SGEI (service of general economic interest) has to be 
specifically approved by the Commission, creates uncertainty and risks having adverse effects. 

There is in fact concern that the proposed guidelines do not take into account the particular situation of 
regional airports in Sweden and Finland, and could even result in some of them having to shut down. 
In countries with long distances, sparsely populated areas and, in some cases, a lack of alternative 
transport other than air services, regional airports play an essential role in accessibility, employment 
and growth in all parts of the country. They also often support emergency transport to ensure access 
to public health. 

In light of this, could the Commission clarify how the new guidelines will affect regional airports in 
Sweden and Finland? What criteria will the Commission examine to approve state aid for regional 
airports with more than 200 000 passengers per year? Will Sweden and Finland be able to continue to 
provide state aid to regional airports, which are essential for people living and working there? We call 
on the Commission to take into account the specific situation of regional airports in Sweden and 
Finland and to provide clearer rules and definitions in the final guidelines expected in the first quarter 
of 2014, in order to ensure transparency and legal certainty. 


