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Question for written answer E-001904/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D) 

Subject: Tragedy at the Tarajal beach: actions of the Spanish Government and migratory pressure 

According to police sources, there are around 30 000 Sub-Saharan people waiting in Morocco to enter 
Europe clandestinely, generally via Ceuta and Melilla. For some months now these two cities have 
been facing increasing migratory pressure, which obliges the national law enforcement agencies to 
stay on constant alert. 

Yesterday there was another avalanche of immigrants, with 150 Sub-Saharans entering Melilla, while 
only a few days ago, on 6 February, there was a mass attempt to gain entrance to Ceuta, which cost 
the lives of fifteen immigrants, who were drowned off the Tarajal beach. 

Following the appearance of the Spanish Minister of the Interior in parliament, it has been confirmed 
that rubber bullets were used against the immigrants and also that the practice of ‘hot repatriation’ was 
employed, with no respect shown either for human rights or for Spanish, EU or international 
legislation. 

Even the Commissioner for Home Affairs, Cecilia Malmström, has expressed her concern about these 
events. 

In the light of the concern expressed by the Commission regarding the actions of the Spanish 
Government, what specific measures does it intend to adopt? 

Does the Commission not think that, as a result of this very serious violation in an EU Member State of 
human rights and of the very heritage of the Union in matters of immigration and asylum, those 
responsible should be held to account and action should be taken to prevent this situation from 
occurring again? 

What measures does the Commission intend to adopt in order to back up Europe’s southern border, 
reduce the intensity of migratory pressure and prevent a tragedy like this one from happening again? 

Is the Commission satisfied with the results of the measures adopted in the course of this legislative 
session in response to the migratory movements that have arisen as a result inter alia of the so-called 
Arab Spring? 


