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Rule 117 

Roger Helmer (EFD) 

Subject: European Central Bank 

A recent paper by the legal department of the European Central Bank (ECB), entitled ‘Withdrawal and 
Expulsion from the EU and EMU: Some Reflections’1, asserts that after a Member State has been in 
settled membership of the EU for an extended period, it ceases to have the right to leave. Is the 
Commission aware of this working paper?  

Does the Commission have a view on this matter? 

Does the Commission agree that there is no legal basis in the Treaties to support the ECB’s opinion? 
Is it not the case that the Lisbon Treaty sets out both the right of a Member State to leave the Union 
and the process to be followed? 

Is the Commission aware of any principle in international law under which the clear terms of an 
international treaty can be set aside without the agreement of the signatories, or can be degraded over 
time? 
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