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Othmar Karas (PPE), Paul Rübig (PPE) and Karl-Heinz Florenz (PPE) 

Subject: Implementation of Packaging Directive in the Member States 

A study concerning the development of tried and tested methods for waste avoidance and separation 
includes an evaluation of the ARA household packaging  collection and recycling system in Austria 
and weighs up  the comparative advantages of monopolistic (services of general economic interest) 
and competing systems for  separate waste collection. 

In the meantime, the Directorate-General for Competition has initiated proceedings against the ARA 
under Article 102 TFEU for failure to uphold specific provisions regarding competition  for the 
collection of domestic packaging, arguing that operators of  household waste collection infrastructures, 
when in  a dominant position, must allow all prospective market entrants to deal with a proportion of  
waste thus collected  commensurate with their share of the market,  while not requiring them to 
contribute to planning and day-to-day managements  costs. 

1.  Have the Directorates-General for Competition and the Environment coordinated their actions in 
this respect?  How can the Commission ensure that its intervention under competition law does 
not create a precedent contradicting the findings of the current EPR study with regard to 
environmental policy? 

2. Does the Directorate-General for Competition consider full alignment of acquisition costs for 
competing systems operators to be the best way of ensuring competition for the recycling of 
secondary raw materials?  Given that acquisition accounts for the largest share (around 65%) of 
the total cost of dual systems, how does the Commission intend to ensure that consumers benefit 
from recent measure to promote competition if it is failing to impact on such a large percentage of 
costs? 

3. In reply to previous questions (e.g. E-011658/2011), the Commission  indicated that Member 
States should be left to organise the collection of packaging and that equally satisfactory results 
could be achieved through the exchange of best practices with the Packaging Directive being 
transposed in different ways. Why does the Commission therefore not allow the national 
authorities to apply Article 102 TFEU to national collection systems as they see fit (in accordance 
with the subsidiarity principle under Article 5 TEU)? 


