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Question for written answer E-002225/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - Moroccan anti-Israeli lobby objects to Israeli-born artist's participation in arts 
festival 

The fifth edition of the Marrakech Biennale, which is scheduled to take place from 26 February to 
31 March 2014, is expected to include the work of New York-based video artist Keren Cytter. 
However, given that Cytter was born in Tel Aviv, this fact has aroused controversy among the anti-
Israel group, the Moroccan Observatory Against Normalisation. The group is opposed to normalising 
relations with Israel. This also comes at a time when the Moroccan Parliament is reviewing a proposed 
bill to outlaw ‘normalisation’ with Israel. If passed, the bill would criminalise all forms of contact with 
Israel by Moroccans. 

The event will include 42 artists from Morocco and around the world. The lobby opposed to Cytter’s 
inclusion has called for a sit-in and for Moroccan artists to protest against her presence at the event. 
The artistic director of the biennale said ‘we hope that this controversy will not monopolise the 
dialogues leading up to and during the biennale. We look forward to the conversations inspired by the 
central question of this edition of the biennale, and we are proud to include Keren Cytter, like all of our 
artists’. The founder of the event, Vanessa Branson, said its mission is to help build bridges between 
cultures. 

1. What is the position of the Vice-President / High Representative regarding Morocco’s decision to 
review a proposed bill to outlaw ‘normalisation’ with Israel? 

2. What is the assessment of EU officials in Morocco regarding the growing hostility towards Israel 
by groups such as the Moroccan Observatory Against Normalisation? 

3. What steps has the EU taken in recent years to discuss with King Mohammed VI Morocco’s 
relationship with Israel? 


