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Josefa Andrés Barea (S&D) 

Subject: Situation of the Ciudad de Cremona School in Valencia, Spain 

For the last seven years, the Valencian Regional Government has promised parents of the Ciudad de 
Cremona state school's pupils a new building, so that their children no longer have to be taught in the 
temporary classrooms currently being used. These long-suffering parents have locked themselves in 
the school for the past week, because it now turns out that it is not accepting any enrolments for the 
next school year, either, and despite complaints from the municipal school council, the Valencian 
Government has informed them that it is cancelling classes for three-year-olds. In other words, as it is 
no longer possible to enrol for a child's first year of education, the implication is that the entire school 
will close over the next few years. 

Despite the EIB granting the Valencian Regional Government a loan of EUR 1.6 billion toward the 
Crea Scola programme, for the specific purpose of building a school, no such project has yet been 
implemented. In fact, the situation is only getting worse, despite the government receiving the money. 

Next year, many parents will not be able to send all their children to the Ciudad de Cremona school. 
Instead, as is also the case for many other state schools in the autonomous community, families will 
be split up between different schools, causing them many problems. Moreover, classes and courses in 
the Valencian language, the mother tongue for many of these children, are disappearing. This is the 
level of quality of state education provided by the Valencian Government. 

While I applaud the European Union's funding of almost 14 million children's education in developing 
countries over the past decade (stated in a Commission report on the EU's contribution to the 
Millennium Development Goals) I am much more critical of the difficulties Valencian children face in 
receiving an education. 

I understand that education policy falls under the remit of the Member States, but I would still like the 
Commission to answer the following question: 

How does the Commission monitor the implementation of plans financed by the EIB, and why has this 
particular plan not been implemented? 


