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Question for written answer E-002313/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - Normalisation of ties between Israel and Turkey 

On 22 March 2013, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Turkish Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan had their first telephone conversation since the Mavi Marmara incident in 2010, and 
ties between the two countries seemed to improve. PM Netanyahu expressed his apologies to the 
Turkish people for the naval raid, thereby meeting Turkey’s first condition for normalising relations. 
However, the other requests put forward by PM Erdoğan included compensation for the victims, and 
the lifting of the embargo on the Gaza Strip. Israel agreed to pay compensation to the families of those 
killed, but Hamas’s control of the Gaza Strip makes it difficult for the Israeli Government to meet 
Turkey’s third condition. 

Turkey is considered to be one of Israel’s most important Muslim allies; however, the Mavi Marmara 
incident led to the cancellation of joint military exercises, the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador and 
three years of tense relations. Reconciliation between the two countries would therefore be beneficial 
with regard to intelligence-sharing on Syria and Iran, improved economic ties and, for Israel, the 
possibility of greater cooperation with NATO. Turkey could also serve as a key customer for recently 
discovered Israeli natural gas. In the past few weeks, the two countries have come close to reaching 
an agreement, but PM Erdoğan is still refusing to restore ties without a written commitment by Israel 
that it will lift restrictions on Gaza. 

The United States is keen for a rapprochement, since it would like both countries to cooperate on the 
issue of Iran and Syria. On 19 February 2014, during a phone conversation, President Barack Obama 
and PM Erdoğan agreed on the importance of normalising ties between Turkey and Israel. Turkish 
foreign minister Ahmet Davotoğlu also stated that a great deal of progress had been made in recent 
meetings, and that relations were undergoing a period of normalisation. 

1. What is the position of the Vice-President / High Representative regarding the efforts currently 
being made to mend ties between Turkey and Israel? 

2. Does the VP/HR envision a role for the EU in achieving this goal? 

3. What is the assessment of EU officials regarding the possible repercussions of improved Turkish-
Israeli relations for the wider Middle East? 


