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Question for written answer E-002314/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - Death of Arab-Iranian poet Hashem Shaabani Nejad 

The Arab-Iranian poet Hashem Shaabani Nejad was sentenced to death in July 2012, having been 
convicted of ‘waging war on God’. Shabaani Nejad, who belonged to the Iranian Arab Ahwazi minority, 
was a teacher, poet and human rights activist. He was a member of al-Hiwar, a cultural organisation 
which promoted an understanding of Arabic culture and literature in Iran. He was executed along with 
Hadi Rashedi, another member of al-Hiwar, on 27 January 2014in an unidentified prison. Neither their 
attorneys nor their families were informed of the details. 

After the elections last year, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani promised to follow a ‘path of 
moderation’ in international affairs and to ease restrictions on civil liberties. However, the country is still 
the global leader in executions per capita. Since President Rouhani took office, an estimated 451 are 
believed to have taken place, as opposed to the 195 officially announced by the government. Crimes 
punishable by death include murder, rape, trafficking and possessing drugs, armed robbery, 
espionage, sodomy, adultery and apostasy, but also violations as ‘enmity against God’ or ‘sowing 
corruption on earth’. Minors may be sentenced to death for certain crimes, but the authorities detain 
them until they reach the age 18 in order to execute them legally. The authorities recently released 
some high-profile rights activists and political prisoners, but officials continue to detain many civil 
society activists and leading opposition figures, journalists and bloggers; at least 40 were in detention 
at the end of December 2013. Also, according to Human Rights Watch, Iranian authorities continue to 
subject prisoners to abuse. 

Nevertheless, since November 2013, as a result of the joint plan of action reached in Geneva, the EU 
has demonstrated a willingness to engage with the Iranian Government, and in many quarters there is 
a desire to expedite a process of alleviating sanctions. 

1. What is the position of the Vice-President / High Representative regarding the recent execution of 
Mr Shaabani Nejad? What steps is the EU adopting to push for the Iranian Government to 
implement a moratorium on the death penalty? 

2. In the VP / HR’s opinion, what positive steps, if any, have the Iranian authorities taken towards 
improving their human rights record? 

3. What is the assessment of EU officials working on Iran regarding President Rouhani’s 
commitment to improving life for civil society in the country? 


