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Question for written answer E-002413/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Bendt Bendtsen (PPE) 

Subject: Negotiations with Norway on its EEA contribution and Norwegian duties on agricultural 
products 

On 4 July 2013, Parliament adopted a resolution on the increase in Norwegian duties on agricultural 
products (P7_TA(2013)0326). With reference to Article 19 of the EEA Agreement and Article 10 of the 
most recent Bilateral Agreement between the EU and Norway, a large majority of Members criticised 
the previous Norwegian Government's unilateral decision, in July 2012, to increase duty on hydrangea 
to 72% and to replace the previous fixed-sum duty on white cheese, lamb and beefmeat by ad 
valorem duties of 277%, 429% and 344% respectively. 

In the resolution, Parliament deplored the Norwegian Government's measures, terming them 
'protectionist and prohibitive to trade' and 'clearly breaching the letter and the spirit of the Bilateral 
Agreement'. 

1. Can the Commission confirm that Norway has not yet rescinded the duty increases referred to? 

2. Does the Commission still agree with Parliament's criticism of Norway's course of action? 

3. Can the Commission specify the action it intends to take if it is confirmed that the duty increases 
have not yet been rescinded? 

4. Will the Commission, together with the European External Action Service, take advantage of the 
ongoing negotiations on Norway's future EEA contribution and on Norway's fishing quotas in the 
North Sea and the Skagerrak to secure the withdrawal of the measures concerned? 

 


