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Subject: Waste emergency in the region of Calabria 

A serious environmental and public health emergency exists in the region of Calabria because of the 
poor functioning of the waste collection service.  

Works at the Pianopoli landfill site have caused this situation, which is reaching alarming proportions. 

Rubbish has not been collected in many towns and cities for the past two weeks. Estimates refer to 
tens of thousands of tonnes of rubbish left in streets, on pavements and near public institutions such 
as schools and hospitals. 

The piles of rubbish make it difficult, if not impossible, for students to get into schools. Local 
authorities have been forced to prohibit weekly markets, because of the uncertain conditions of 
hygiene. 

Mayors are restricting access to the civic amenity sites used by their small municipalities, to prevent 
lorryloads of rubbish coming in from other areas. 

Calabria is the only region where waste for landfill disposal has increased in recent years, and this 
poses a significant problem. In some cases, landfill operators are at the mercy of organised crime and 
opportunist businesses, encouraged by the lack of proper security measures at these amenities. 

With this background it is absurd that a temporary stoppage at the Pianopoli dump has created such a 
serious emergency in much of the region. 

Other institutions need to mobilise to stop the emergency escalating in the coming months. 

1. Is the Commission aware of the serious social inconvenience caused by Calabria’s rubbish 
emergency? 

2. What initiatives might it take to cast light on this issue? Might it be worth deploying a task force to 
conduct careful investigations to find out how matters stand at the landfill sites of Calabria? 

3. What other initiatives could the Commission adopt, by agreement with the regional authority, to 
prevent the crisis having an impact on public health and on the environment?  

 


