
1026548.EN PE 531.960 

Question for written answer E-003234/2014/rev.1 
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Rule 117 

François Alfonsi (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Rights of the Turkish minority in Western Thrace, Greece 

Members of the Turkish minority in Western Thrace, Greece have the right to establish, manage and 
control, at their own expense, any charitable, religious or social institution, as well as any school or 
other establishment for instruction and education, along with the right to use their own language and 
exercise their own religion freely therein, under Section III (Articles 37 to 45) of the Treaty which deals 
with the protection of minorities. 

Greece is a democratic country which now holds the Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
for the fifth time since its accession to the EU in 1981. The country does not, however, respect the 
right of self-identification on a collective basis or the right of assembly or association of members of 
the Turkish minority, which are seeking to establish their identity, despite rulings by the European 
Court of Human Rights against Greece. For some years, members of the Turkish minority have not 
been able to elect their own religious leaders, but rather the Greek State appoints muftis, on the 
grounds that they hold judicial authority on civic issues. The right to be educated in their mother 
tongue at pre-school is not granted to Turkish minority children, and the right not to be discriminated 
against is violated owing to the fact that Greece, without objective and reasonable justification, fails to 
treat with consideration minority children who speak a language other than Greek. These constitute 
instances of discrimination, and are in contravention of Article 10 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union, Articles 10, 12, 14, 21, 22 and 24 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, and 
Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18 and 22 of the Council of Europe’s Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, which Greece has signed but has not yet ratified. 

1. What does the Commission intend to do to guarantee the rights of members of the Turkish 
minority in Western Thrace, in accordance with the Treaty of Lisbon and the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, when Greece implements EU law or where EU funding is provided? 

 


