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Question for written answer E-003446/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - Ukrainian Svoboda party links to neo-Nazism 

The All-Ukrainian Union Party or Svoboda is currently the fourth largest party in the Ukrainian 
Parliament, and as part of the new interim government, Svoboda member Oleksandr Sych is now the 
Deputy Prime Minister. The party itself has not concealed its nationalist leanings and adopts the Nazi 
‘wolfsangel’ rune in its logo. This symbol, which resembles a swastika, was worn by members of the 
Waffen-SS in the Second World War and was condemned at the Nuremberg trials. Svoboda has been 
accused of promoting anti-Semitism and xenophobia. 

The University of Tel Aviv concluded in a 1999 report that the Svoboda party is ‘an extremist, right-
wing, nationalist organisation which emphasises its identification with the ideology of German National 
Socialism.’ The World Jewish Congress has already asked the EU to consider banning far right parties 
such as Svoboda. 

In 2004, party leader Oleh Tyahnybok declared in a speech that he wanted to fight ‘the Moscow-
Jewish mafia ruling Ukraine’. He has also claimed that ‘organised Jewry dominate Ukrainian media 
and government, and have enriched themselves through criminal activities and plan to engineer a 
“genocide” upon the Christian Ukrainian population’. The party is alleged to have links to other far right 
groups across Europe such as the British National Party, Hungary’s Jobbik party and even Germany’s 
far right National Democratic Party. On 17 March 2014, Der Spiegel reported that the party has also 
received support from the German Government. Members of the party appeared at an event hosted 
by the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, which is affiliated with German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s own 
political party. 

1. What steps is the EU taking to investigate Svoboda’s links with neo-Nazi and hardline nationalist 
ideologies? 

2. Is the Vice-President / High Representative prepared to ask Ukraine’s interim Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk about the role of Svoboda in his government? 

3. Is the VP / HR prepared to consider curtailing EU support for the interim authorities unless they 
take measures to distance themselves from the policies of Svoboda? 


