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Question for written answer E-003484/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Ole Christensen (S&D) and Claus Larsen-Jensen (S&D) 

Subject: Management of cod in the Baltic Sea 

The management plan for cod in the Baltic Sea, like the EU’s other management plans for fisheries in 
Union waters, is out of step with reality now that the reform of the fisheries policy has been agreed. 
Furthermore, there is a fundamental need for a new approach to cod management in the Baltic, since 
current practice is inflexible in its response to scientific advice and creates poor framework conditions 
for fishing. One problem here is that the cod management plan has not been integrated into a multi-
species plan. 

In the light of the above, I should like to ask the following questions: 

1. What progress has the Commission made in preparing new legislation on the management of 
fisheries in the Baltic Sea, and in particular how does it propose to secure a reduction in the 
minimum size for cod caught in the Baltic Sea from the present 38 cm to 35 cm (in both 
management areas), as recommended both by the Scientific and Technical Economic Committee 
for Fisheries (STECF) and the Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council (BSRAC)? 

2. Is the Commission considering, in line with its earlier communications, the proposal of a multi-
species management plan, and if so what will be the role of the BSRAC in this connection? 

3. How great a need does the Commission consider there will be in future for a summer halt to cod 
fishing in the Baltic and for a ban on fishing in the Eastern Baltic ‘box’? Specifically, to what extent 
does the Commission consider that it will be possible to remove these obstacles to fishing 
activity? 

4. What is the state of play with regard to the inter-institutional dispute on the interpretation of Article 
43(2) and (3) TFEU, which is currently holding up negotiations on a number of management 
plans? What measures are being taken to resolve the dispute? Can it estimate the timescale for 
the resolution of this dispute? 


