Question for written answer E-003621/2014
to the Commission

Rule 117

Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D)

Subject:
Recognition of the profession of dental technician in the UK

The freedom of movement of workers is enshrined in Article 45 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. It is one of the four fundamental freedoms of the European single market. To that end, the mutual recognition of professional qualifications encourages individual mobility. However, specific features of national training systems mean that there are still difficulties with the recognition of regulated professions.
One particular case concerns the recognition of a qualification as dental technician (‘Zahntechniker’) obtained in Germany and the practice of the corresponding profession in the United Kingdom. The online Regulated Professions Database states that those who have obtained a professional qualification as a ‘Zahntechniker’ in Germany may practise the profession of ‘dental technician’ or ‘clinical dental technician’. The qualification level required is DSE - Diploma (post-secondary education), including Annex II (ex 92/51, Annex C,D), Art. 11 c. However, in this specific case the UK General Dental Council accepts this qualification only for the profession of ‘dental technician’ but not for that of ‘clinical dental technician’.
I therefore have the following questions:

Has the Commission received any other complaints in cases relating to the recognition of the German profession of ‘Zahntechniker’ in the UK? 
In order to practise the professions of dental technician and clinical dental technician in the UK, is it sufficient to have obtained a journeyman’s certificate (‘Gesellenbrief’) as a ‘Zahntechniker’ in Germany, or is a master craftsman’s certificate (‘Meisterbrief’) required in addition?
What additional training courses or seminars need to be attended in order to practise the profession of a clinical dental technician in the UK?

What measures does the Commission propose to take to improve the clarity of the Regulated Professions Database website as regards the conditions required for practising a profession?
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