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Question for written answer E-003647/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Antolín Sánchez Presedo (S&D) 

Subject: Blacklist of non-cooperating countries in the fight against illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing, and alternatives for the European fishing fleet 

Yesterday, the Council of Ministers of the European Union approved the drafting of a blacklist of 
countries that are not cooperating in the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, 
which includes Cambodia, Belize and Guinea. 

This means that it is illegal to import fish produce into the European market that has been caught by 
vessels flying the flags of these countries, whilst EU vessels must suspend any activity in these 
countries’ waters, whether they are operating under a private licence, joint operation or fishing 
agreement. 

This measure affects the Community’s fishing fleet, but there has been no offer of alternative fishing 
grounds provided to our fleet in advance, an issue that I raised in my question E-012195/2013 and 
others related to the expulsion of the Community’s cephalopod fleet in the latest Fisheries Protocol 
signed with Mauritania. In fact, five of the 16 cephalopod vessels from my region, Galicia, have sought 
refuge in the waters of Guinea, having been previously expelled from Mauritanian waters, to avoid 
being scrapped. 

Moreover, even though the Community fleet acts in accordance with all EU control measures – blue 
box, electronic diary, etc. – countries like Korea can continue to sell fish produce to the EU that is 
caught in Guinea, given that the origin of this fish is Korea. Furthermore, there is no action taken 
against other countries that engage in illegal activities, as is the case in Papua. 

What alternatives is the Commission developing for the fleet in question? What new fishing grounds is 
the Commission considering? What is the timetable and what third States are involved? Does the 
Commission intend to adopt measures against countries fishing in the countries included on the new 
blacklist? Does it intend to include any other countries on this list? 


