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Subject: Occupational safety risks in the healthcare sector - chemical risks 

Healthcare professionals have to deal with a wide range of activities and environments that pose a 
threat to their health and put them at risk. While the EU is making progress in addressing exposure to 
different types of risk in the healthcare sector, for example through Directive 2010/32/EU concerning 
prevention from sharp injuries in the hospital and healthcare sector, more work still remains to be 
done. 

This is the case with regard to exposure of healthcare professionals to chemical risks during activities 
such as the preparation of cytotoxic/cytostatic drugs used to treat cancer patients. 

The use of chemotherapeutic agents to treat cancer patients – which is increasing on account of a 
surge in cancer rates in Europe – is raising concerns from an occupational health standpoint, given 
the potential exposure of pharmacists and healthcare professionals during the preparation, delivery 
and application of these medications. Exposure to these hazardous drugs can occur through contact 
with the skin, inhalation or injuries. Although the difficulty of measuring exposure levels and long-term 
impact on health is recognised, it is well accepted that unsafe handling of these drugs causes serious 
adverse effects on healthcare workers, namely cancer, organ toxicity, fertility problems, genetic 
damage and birth defects. 

While this risk is recognised by the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work and in 
publications by the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion and national 
guidelines in Member States, there is currently no harmonised approach to the prevention of chemical 
risks in the healthcare sector which is properly reflected in EU legislation.  

In view of the above, does the Commission intend to address the issue of healthcare professionals’ 
exposure to hazardous drugs and chemicals, in particular during the preparation of parenteral 
medicinal products, in its upcoming legislative proposals on occupational health? 

 


