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Question for written answer E-003796/2014 
to the Commission 
Rule 117 
Gaston Franco (PPE) 

Subject: Joint negotiation of the European Union for gas purchases 

During the summit of Heads of State or Government of the European Union, 20 to 21 March 2014, 
two questions were at the heart of discussions: the current crisis between Russia and Ukraine, and 
the EU's dependence on Russia for energy. The President of the European Council, Herman Van 
Rompuy, therefore stressed the need to develop an 'energy union'. Polish Prime Minister, Donald 
Tusk, underlined the importance of a 'joint negotiation strategy for gas purchases' in order to protect 
Europe from any 'threats of diktat' from Russia. 

The idea that the EU needs to organise and speak with one voice when dealing with its gas suppliers 
is not new. Let us remember that, in May 2009, French President Nicolas Sarkozy called for the 
creation of a European gas purchasing centre with the following aims: increased transparency in gas 
contracts; help for monitoring deliveries and transit more effectively; consumer solidarity in dealing 
with suppliers; better conditions from suppliers; and greater control of prices.  

1. What are the conclusions of the evaluation conducted by the Commission concerning the 
creation of the 'Caspian Development Corporation' consortium, which is intended to improve gas 
purchasing conditions in the countries of the Caspian Sea?  

2. How does the Commission intend to help private companies ensure that they sign contracts best 
suited to guaranteeing security of supply to European consumers?  

4. Regarding the proposals to create a European gas purchasing centre, and to launch a joint EU 
gas purchasing strategy, will they be analysed within the framework of the in-depth study on 
energy security and action plan to reduce EU energy dependence, to be presented by the 
Commission by the end of June, at the request of the European Council? 


