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Subject: Commission guidelines for State aid in the agriculture and forestry sector and in rural 
areas 2014 to 2020 

The Commission is currently drawing up EU guidelines for State aid in the agriculture and forestry 
sector and in rural areas 2014-2020. The Commission’s proposal is problematic in many respects, 
particularly for Finland and the Province of Åland. The current proposal for revised guidelines 
stipulates that measures eligible for support may be granted by way of compensation for the loss of 
trees and to subsidise the costs of replanting up to the market value of trees destroyed by protected 
animals. 

Much of the damage in Finland is caused by animals which are not protected, such as elk, roe deer 
and voles. 

Finland is unique within the EU as regards the damage caused to woodland by deer. In Finland, 
owners of woodland receive compensation from the State for damage which deer, including elk, cause 
to newly planted woodland. Under Finnish law, it is land-owners who are responsible for regenerating 
harvested woodland. Thus, in the worst case, the proposed guidelines on State aid will make it 
impossible for Finland to pay compensation for damage to woodland caused by deer. This could hit 
some individual land owners hard. 

Can the Commission give an assurance that the new guidelines for State aid will not in future prevent 
payment of compensation in the current form for damage caused by deer in Finland? 

The Commission’s draft new guidelines are also more detailed and more limiting than the previous 
guidelines, which could substantially increase administrative burden. At the same time, the draft 
guidelines greatly reduce the priority assigned to the economic functions of woodland in comparison 
with its environmental and social functions. Can the Commission guarantee that the guidelines will 
approve all types of investment in woodland which can fall under the heading of sustainable forestry – 
not only investment for environmental and ecological purposes? 

Forest resources, forestry methods and the organisation of the forestry industry vary within the EU. 
How will the Commission ensure that the guidelines give Member States the freedom to design their 
national support schemes so that they are suited to sustainable forestry at regional and national level 
and permit investment in the management and processing of biomass if biomass is used as a raw 
material for energy production? 


