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Question for written answer E-004269/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Barbara Lochbihler (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Human rights defenders in Colombia 

In 2013, the ‘We are Defenders’ programme (Programa Somos Defensores1) recorded 366 attacks 
against individuals and 185 against social and human rights organisations in Colombia. This is the 
highest number of attacks for at least 10 years. In 50 % of the cases the alleged perpetrators are 
paramilitary groups, while in 33 % of the cases the perpetrators are unknown. Members of the state 
security forces are directly responsible for 14 % of these attacks, and the guerrilla for 3 %. Since 2010, 
murders of human rights defenders have increased, from 32 in 2010 to 49 in 2011, 69 in 2012 and 78 
in 2013. An increase was also observed with regard to threats (from 202 to 209 cases), arbitrary use 
of the criminal justice system (from 1 to 10 cases) and theft of information (from 3 to 7 cases) in 2013 
compared to 2012. 

This is the result of a lack of prevention and protection. In 2013, one human rights defender was 
murdered every four days on average in Colombia. 

The last report presented to the United Nations Human Rights Council on 10 March 2014 by the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders insisted that ‘during her mandate, one 
of the major and systematic concerns raised by the Special Rapporteur in relation to violations against 
defenders is the question of impunity. In many cases, complaints by defenders about alleged 
violations of their rights are not investigated or are dismissed without justification. (…) The Special 
Rapporteur has repeatedly reiterated that ending impunity is an essential condition for ensuring the 
protection and safety of defenders.’2 

Is the Vice-President / High Representative planning to publicly express her concern about this 
situation in Colombia and call for the implementation of the recommendations made by the United 
Nations? Which programmes is the Commission working with to tackle the deterioration of the 
situation? 

 

                                                      
1  http://mpcindigena.org/ddefensa-2013.pdf 
2  http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-55_en.doc 


