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Subject: Flight Time Limitations (FTL): request for information 

Regulation (EU) No 965/2012 laying down technical requirements and administrative procedures 
related to air operations has recently been amended by Regulation (EU) No 83/2014. The new 
legislation largely incorporates the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 859/2008. 

In view of the importance of safety in commercial aviation, immediately after the implementation of 
Regulation (EC) No 859/2008, the EASA (European Aviation Safety Agency) decided to commission a 
medical and scientific study prepared by a panel of independent experts, with a view to amending the 
provisions of the regulation where necessary.  

This report, known as the ‘Moebus Report’, which should have been the starting point for the 
Commission to amend the regulation, was not taken into account by the Commission in drafting the 
new legislation governing the flight time limitations applicable to flight crews in European commercial 
aviation.  

In particular, we highlight the discrepancies between the new rules proposed by the Commission, 
contained in Regulation (EU) No 83/2014, and the competing recommendations made by the group of 
experts in the ‘Moebus Report’, in relation to three qualifying points: daytime flight duty periods, 
extensions and night flight duty periods. 

In view of the above:  

1. Can the Commission give an overview of the situation? 

2. On what grounds and assessments were the recommendations contained in the ‘Moebus Report’ 
not followed, at least as regards the following elements: 

 a. consecutive duty periods (which, according to the report, should be reduced); 

 b. allowing airlines to extend flight duty periods by up to one hour (according to the report, this 
should not be allowed); 

 c. night flight duty periods (up to 11 hours under the new legislation, whereas according to the 
report they should be reduced to a maximum of 10)? 

3. Can the Commission provide an overview of the steps taken to improve the safety of flight crews? 

 


