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Question for written answer E-004557/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Roberta Angelilli (PPE) 

Subject: An EU spending review relating to the functioning of its administration 

The European Union is asking various Member States, including Italy, to make great sacrifices in 
order to comply with the macroeconomic parameters and budgetary constraints set out by the Treaty 
on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the Economic and Monetary Union (also known as the 
Fiscal Compact, and signed by 25 Member States on 2 March 2012). In order to meet the 
requirements laid down by this Treaty, many national governments have launched spending reviews to 
cut back their public expenditure, especially the costs arising from the functioning of their own 
administrations. 

However, the European Union has a budget of almost a trillion euros for the next 7 years, with more 
than 60 billion euros being allocated to the costs of its administration. I thus believe that it would only 
be right and proper for the EU to first launch a serious spending review to check that all its costs are 
necessary and beneficial. 

1. In light of the above, does the Commission intend to carry out an impact assessment prior to 
launching a spending review of the EU’s administration (especially in relation to: EU headquarters 
and delegations in third countries; EU headquarters and delegations in Member States; costs of 
external contracts and consultancy relating to the provision of goods, labour or services; 
departmental vehicles (both individual and shared); and mission and representation costs)? 

2. Does it intend to improve the Your Voice in Europe public consultation service in order to 
encourage more citizens to get involved in the EU’s decision-making process, given that this 
initiative has so far produced very little in terms of increasing citizen and stakeholder 
involvement? If so, how? 

3. Does it intend to set up a single outlet for the Directorates-General of the Commission, at least for 
supplying them with everyday consumer goods? 


