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Question for written answer E-004692/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Dubravka Šuica (PPE) 

Subject: Closure of railway lines in Croatia 

Croatian Railways has announced that it is cutting 22 train services, while four lines are to be replaced 
by buses. Even the line from Metković to Ploče, in which around EUR 30 million has been invested, is 
to be closed. There is a similar situation on the Banova Jaruga – Daruvar line, which has been 
extensively renovated in recent years with a significant investment of funds. This is not the first time 
that the people hardest hit by cuts to already poor services have been those living in Croatia’s less-
developed counties. Given that some 35.7% of the funds in the EU’s 2014–2020 multiannual budget 
are intended for regional and cohesion policy and reducing disparities between regions, the further 
deepening of disparities between regions in Croatia and in the EU is unthinkable. Railway line closures 
directly affect regional competitiveness and employment and indirectly encourage emigration from 
these areas, particularly by young people. 

Public passenger transport services by rail and by road are governed by Regulation 
(EC) No 1370/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007, which requires 
the competent authorities to define the nature of the public transport service obligation and to ensure 
the provision of public transport services of general interest. The regulation also stipulates that 
profitability should not be the main criterion in decision-making. 

1. Does the Commission believe that the closure by Croatian Railways of lines which directly affect 
people living in a large number of mainly poorer areas of the country would be an infringement of 
Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007? 

2. What funds are available to Croatia, and through which programme, to subsidise unprofitable 
railway lines in the interest of communities where the lines are needed to ensure that people 
continue to live in the areas concerned and that such areas are further developed? 


