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Subject: Changes to the current POSEI regulatory framework 

Regulation (EU) No 228/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down specific 
measures for agriculture in the outermost regions (ORs) of the Union required the Commission to 
review the arrangements set out in the Regulation before the end of 2013 and, if necessary, to come 
forward with appropriate proposals for a revised POSEI scheme. 

On that basis, between 15 October and 12 November 2013 the Commission carried out a public 
consultation in the ORs highlighting the benefits of the POSEI scheme to farmers, institutions, 
governments and rural stakeholders in ORs. It received 575 responses. 

After analysing the results of the consultation and conducting its own assessment of the scheme, the 
Commission decided that the regulatory framework in force needed to be revised and began preparing 
a proposal for a regulation with a view to carrying out that revision in 2014.  However, in February of 
this year the Commission withdrew the proposal and postponed the much-needed improvements. 

1. The reason given for withdrawing the new text was that an assessment of the impact of the 
proposed revision on the OR territories first needed to be carried out. In that case, when will the 
impact assessment take place? When does the Commission intend to submit the new proposal? 

2. The withdrawn proposal would have brought the POSEI scheme into line with the current 
 Common Agricultural Policy and tackled issues which are fundamental to supporting the 
 ORs, such as increasing self-sufficiency, taking account of diversification, adopting a 
 tailored approach to organic and small farmers and tying aid to rural employment. Given  that 
these issues obviously need to be addressed in the regulatory framework, can the  Commission 
explicitly guarantee that they will be dealt with in the new proposal? 


