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Question for written answer E-004860/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández (Verts/ALE) and Tatjana Ždanoka (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Deepening of democracy 

On 8 April 2014, representatives of the Parliament of Catalonia went to the Spanish Congress of 
Deputies to demand the authorisation to organise a referendum on the future political status of 
Catalonia, as was supported by a two-thirds majority in the Parliament of Catalonia. The Congress of 
Deputies refused to take this demand into account. 

On 13 April 2014, civil society agents in the town of Etxarri-Aranatz (Navarre) organised a referendum 
on the independence of the Basque Country. With a turnout of 42.8 %, 94.4 % of the voters decided 
they would like to be citizens of an independent Basque Country. This referendum was not official, 
since the Spanish authorities would have banned it if this were the case. 

On the other hand, on 18 September 2014, the citizens of Scotland will be able to express freely and 
democratically their will on the future of their nation. 

Since the act of voting and the citizens’ decision-making capacity is one of the foundations of 
democracy, and the defence and deepening of democracy is a constituent pillar of the EU, the fact that 
different standards on the capacity of European citizens to vote and to take decisions on their future 
coexist inside the Union is, at the very least, striking. This shows that not all European citizens have 
the same level of democratic rights and that those rights depend on the state they live in, thus 
undermining the whole concept of EU citizenship. 

1. Is the Commission aware of this situation? 

2. Does the Commission agree with the fact that EU citizens have different levels of rights regarding 
the democratic act of voting and taking decisions, such as the right to decide on their own future? 

3. Does the Commission think that all European citizens have the right to decide democratically on 
their future? 

4. Does the Commission think that there should be a common standard throughout the Union that 
grants the same rights on voting and taking decisions to all its citizens, regardless of the state in 
which they live? 

5. Does the Commission consider that the situation described above could have a negative effect on 
the European spirit of citizens? 


