Question for written answer E-004911/2014
to the Commission

Rule 117

Sophocles Sophocleous (S&D)

Subject: Direct trade with the occupied territories

In respect of a proposal by the ALDE MEP Niccolo Rinaldi to revive the regulation for direct trade from
occupied ports in Cyprus for a trial period of five years, will the Commission say:

Does it take any account of the fact that both the Legal Service and the European Parliament's
Committee on Legal Affairs consider that the legal basis for this regulation is flawed, since it refers to a
third country rather than to the occupied territories of a Member State?

How does it view the fact that such proposals violate every notion and principle of international law and
foment separatism?

Why does it continue to promote the revival of this issue, particularly at a time when talks for a solution
to the Cyprus problem have re-started?
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