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Question for written answer E-004917/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Dubravka Šuica (PPE) 

Subject: Croatian representatives in the Serbian National Assembly 

The 2013 Progress Report on Serbia received a favourable assessment from Parliament, and on 
1 March 2012 that country became an official candidate for EU membership, which constitutes an 
acknowledgement of sorts of the efforts that Serbia has made on its European path. Although Croatia 
still has many unresolved issues with Serbia, the most painful of these issues is certainly the failure – 
due to inadequate information – to locate the remains of 1 665 people who disappeared during the 
Croatian War of Independence. The difficult situation facing the Croatian national minority living in 
Serbia is best illustrated by the fact that an agreement was signed in 2005 between the Republic of 
Croatia and the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro which stipulates that its signatories must 
guarantee the political and civil rights of the Serbian national minority in Croatia and of the Croatian 
national minority in Serbia. Pursuant to this agreement, as well as to the Croatian Constitution and the 
Constitutional Law on the Rights of National Minorities, Serbs in Croatia are entitled to three 
representatives in the Croatian Parliament. This enables Croatian citizens of Serbian origin to vote for 
– and be elected as – candidates on a national minority list, as well as on the general electoral list. In 
doing this, Croatia has set high democratic standards that are difficult even for Europe's much older 
democracies to achieve. 

Regrettably, though, Serbia is failing to implement the agreement that it signed in 2005, and Croatians 
still have no guaranteed place in Serbia’s National Assembly. This is despite the fact that the 2011 
census shows Croatians to be the fourth most numerous national minority in the province of 
Vojvodina, where the Croatian population is a not-insignificant 57 900. 

With regard to the beginning of negotiations between Serbia and the EU and to that country’s 
fulfilment of accession criteria according to chapters, and given that the EU is very sensitive to national 
minority issues, what steps does the Commission intend to take to ensure that Serbia lives up to the 
obligations that it assumed with the signing of the agreement by guaranteeing that members of the 
Croatian national minority are represented in the Serbian National Assembly? The aim of this is to 
ensure good, neighbourly relations and to encourage Serbia along its European path. 


