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Question for written answer E-005047/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) and Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) 

Subject: Transparency and education about corruption 

Transparency International is the world’s leading non-governmental organisation in the fight against 
corruption. Founded in 1993, it has a presence in over 90 countries around the world. Its definition of 
corruption is interesting: it is not restricted to public administration alone, but also includes the various 
situations in which a person may commit abuses of the power granted to them, in the course of 
administrative activities, with a view to obtaining private benefits. According to this analysis, corruption 
is apparent in cases of bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, cronyism, conflict of interests, undue 
pressure and ‘revolving doors’. Such is the case of former managers who become influential 
consultants in the private sector after years in public administration, irrespective of their actual 
capabilities. The league tables which measure corruption contain some interesting surprises, in view 
of the standards used to make such measurements. Transparency Italia, an active part of 
Transparency International, has completed its analysis of transparency, public ethics and corruption by 
stating that one of the most effective solutions to the problem of corruption is education, in order to 
promote more transparent, responsible and ethical systems. The report on global corruption reveals 
that the problem of corruption has worldwide implications and is also apparent in rigged public tenders 
(World Bank), misappropriation of funds (Kenya), phantom schools and ghost teachers (Pakistan), 
absenteeism (Kenya), unofficial employment (South Korea), sexual violence (Botswana), buying and 
selling of qualifications (Germany and Niger), of entrance exams (United Kingdom, Georgia, Vietnam), 
grants (Romania), manipulation of information for marketing purposes (USA), manipulation of teaching 
(United Kingdom) and non-ethical conduct in research (USA). 

1. Is the Commission aware of these league tables? 

2. Would it be able to draw up such a table showing the corruption existing in Member States? 

3. Would the Commission be prepared to set up training programmes on the fight against corruption 
as evidenced in Europe? 

4. Does it consider that it would be interesting to make these programmes available to all 
participants in the ERASMUS programme, to educate them about transparency, public ethics and 
corruption? 

 


