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Question for written answer E-005155/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE) 

Subject: Reforms in European Schools - Abolishing religious studies and replacing mother tongue 

As part of efforts to cut operating costs, the Board of Governors of European Schools has 
recommended secondary school reforms that will see departments with larger numbers of pupils. To 
this end, it is proposing teaching numerous subjects currently taught in pupils’ mother tongue in the 
working languages of European bodies. To be precise, the following changes have been proposed for 
the subject of religious studies: a) during the first two years of secondary school, the subject will 
remain a confessional subject taught in mother tongue; b) during the 3rd, 4th and 5th years of secondary 
school, it will be a confessional subject taught in the students’ second language (English, French or 
German); c) during the 6th and 7th years of secondary school, rather than being a confessional subject, 
religious studies will be used to teach about all religions and non-dogmatic ethics in students’ second 
language. In should be noted that, in this case, it will not be a religious studies lesson; rather a lesson 
in the history of religions and faith. Given that these children grow up in a multicultural environment, far 
from their home country, it is important they receive the necessary education and have access to 
teaching of religious studies as a confessional subject throughout their secondary education, including 
in their 6th and 7th years. This will ensure that the basic pillar of European schools remains solid, in the 
sense of maintaining the cultural identity of students, which is the fundamental principle of these 
particular schools. The competent bodies have notified the Supreme Council of European Schools of 
this position.  

In view of the above, will the Commission say: 

What is the Commission’s position regarding the proposal to replace national languages with working 
languages and to abolish religious studies in the 6th and 7th year of secondary school? 


