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Question for written answer E-005169/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

João Ferreira (GUE/NGL) and Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Pollution of the river Tinto 

In the course of a recent visit to the municipality of Gondomar and a meeting with the River Tinto 
Protection Movement, we were informed about the condition of the Tinto, a river which flows through 
three municipalities in the Greater Metropolitan Area of Porto.  It is regarded as the most polluted river 
in northern Portugal, in fact as something akin to an open sewer. The River Tinto Protection 
Movement was established in April 2006 and has more than 150 members.  The group lobbies the 
relevant authorities to carry out clean-up operations and restoration work on the river, and campaigns 
for protection of the natural amenity formed by the river and its surrounding landscape.  It organises 
events involving hundreds of people and local schools and raises public awareness of the importance 
of the environment and of protecting the river and water quality. 

As the movement has clearly shown, the condition of the river has come about because of delays in 
making improvements to the municipality's sanitation network, illegal dumping of sewage in the river, 
the density of buildings near the river and, most significantly, the operation of the waste water 
treatment plant in Meiral. Paradoxically, rather than providing a solution to the problem, the plant has 
increased pollution levels in the river. The river would have to be widened and deepened to cope with 
the volume of waste water discharged. The plant, which is not currently fully operational after its 
redesign as its chemical and biological treatment systems are still causing problems, has not had its 
licence renewed and is discharging waste water into the river illegally, a matter about which the 
Commission has received a complaint (CHAP(2012)00330). 

1. What sources of funding can the local authorities draw on in an effort to protect and clean up the 
river and help the River Tinto Protection Movement achieve its objectives. 

2. What co-financing rate is applied to these funds? 

3. Has the Commission been informed of the problems associated with the Meiral water treatment 
plant? What action has the Commission taken or will it take on the complaint referred to above? 


