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Question for written answer E-005181/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Dubravka Šuica (PPE) 

Subject: Reclamation of the 'Crno Brdo' site at Donje Biljane  

A large amount of mineral aggregate, created as a by-product during the recovery of metal from slag, 
has been dumped at the 'Crno Brdo' site at Donje Biljane, near the town of Benkovac. The competent 
authorities and control services have been made aware of the state of affairs on several occasions 
when the impact on the quality of life of local residents was pointed out to them. However, no 
appropriate solution has yet been found, even though there is a genuine risk that more slag will be 
dumped there in the future, making life difficult for people living within 10 kilometres of Crno Brdo. 

There are huge quantities of potentially dangerous waste in the area. The effects of rain and wind 
mean that this waste poses a threat to the environment and to underground water. Furthermore, 
analyses have shown the presence of harmful substances in the water. Rainfall is resulting in a black 
river of liquid that enters underground waterways, while wells and irrigation pools are in danger of 
being polluted. Furthermore, the risk of pollutants contaminating one of the sources of drinking water 
for the city of Zadar or Lake Vrana cannot be ruled out. Locals no longer collect water from wells as 
they are afraid for their own health and that of their families. 

As a member of Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, I have been 
personally contacted on a number of occasions by residents of this area seeking help. The local 
authorities in Zadar County have warned the competent national authorities many times about the 
recovery process at this site, but no response has been forthcoming. Given that access to water is a 
basic human right and that this has recently been the subject of serious discussions in Parliament in 
the context of the ‘Right2water’ European Citizens’ Initiative, could the Commission help the national 
and Zadar county authorities to resolve the problems at the Crno Brdo site so that endangered 
residents can enjoy a normal life and continue to practice organic farming unhindered? 


