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Question for written answer E-005225/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Satu Hassi (Verts/ALE) and Franziska Keller (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Failure of Protection Mechanism for human rights defenders in Mexico 

In 2010, the EU Delegation and the Member States’ embassies in Mexico adopted a local plan to 
implement EU guidelines on human rights defenders (HRDs) in the country. Since that year, Mexico 
and the EU have had a Strategic Partnership that includes high-level dialogue on human rights. A 
fourth Human Rights Dialogue was successfully held in March 2014 in Brussels. In this dialogue. one 
of the issues addressed was the Protection Mechanism for Human Rights Defenders and Journalists. 

In Mexico, in view of the risks for HRDs and journalists, a National Mechanism was created in 2012 to 
protect them. Although several measures have been taken to guarantee its satisfactory 
implementation, Mexican and international civil society organisations are alerted to the fact that the 
Mechanism is still not functioning efficiently and effectively. Recently, a new crisis seems to have been 
affecting the Mechanism as it has allegedly lost one third of its staff. The body which represents civil 
society has also decided to withdraw its participation on account of the fact that the conditions to 
address issues surrounding protection no longer exist and that there was a worrying lack of 
institutional and political backing from the Mexican state for the Mechanism. Consequently, the 
Mechanism is not able to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of all HRDs and 
journalists who have been placed in a situation of even greater danger following these latest events. 

In view of Parliament’s decisions in June 2010 in favour of HRDs, and also the guidelines on HRDs, 
the EU’s Strategic Framework for human rights and democracy and its Action Plan, and as a way of 
following up from the last EU-Mexico Human Rights Dialogue: 

Will the European External Action Service express its concern or take any other action with regard to 
this situation? 


