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Tonino Picula (S&D) 

Subject: Improving Croatia's rail infrastructure 

The crisis has led to a dramatic reduction in investment and a drastic fall in use – or even the outright 
closure – of many national and international rail services. Croatia is no exception to this trend. 

One of the basic aims of European transport policy is to encourage a move away from using cars to 
using trains. The Commission’s plan is to achieve a target of 94 000 kilometres of rail lines and to 
increase freight transport in the EU by two-thirds between 2000 and 2020. In order to achieve this 
objective, it is vital to develop a rail network that is capable of transporting passengers and cargo from 
their starting point to their final destination, both nationally and internationally.  

Developed transport infrastructure is of vital importance for Croatia, given its specific geographical 
characteristics. In view of its geostrategic position, Croatia is also of great importance for the EU in 
connecting central Europe with the countries of Southeast Europe. 

Last week, the Commission published – for the first time – a chart of countries organised according to 
various criteria of development and security of transport infrastructure. Of the 28 Member States, 
Croatia is the fourth best in terms of the number of kilometres of motorway per million residents, but 
fifth worst in terms of rail infrastructure. 

What specific steps does the Commission plan to take to ensure that the EU moves towards greater 
use of rail transport and achieves its target of 94 000 kilometres of rail lines? To what extent will 
Croatia be included in these objectives, given that it was unable to draw on funding during the previous 
TEN-T 2007-2013 programming period, when over half of the funds were earmarked for the 
development and modernisation of rail transport?  Are any investments planned for the Mediterranean 
Corridor, which includes Croatia and which extends all the way from the Iberian Peninsula to the 
border of Hungary and Ukraine? 


