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Question for written answer E-005240/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Ioannis A. Tsoukalas (PPE) 

Subject: The enormous social and economic cost of unnecessary Caesarean sections  

According to data from international organizations (WTO, OECD), there has been a very significant 
increase in deliveries conducted by Caesarean section in recent years, an increase which cannot be 
explained by genuine medical needs (e.g. the age of the mother) or simply by differences in medical 
practices in individual countries. 

  

The countries with the lowest rates of Caesareans are the Netherlands (139 per 1 000 births) and 
Finland (165 per 1 000 births), while the countries with the highest rates are Italy (381 per 1 000 births) 
and Portugal (356 per 1 000 births). For Greece and Cyprus, unfortunately no figures are available, 
although recently the Ministry of Health of Cyprus announced that 60% of deliveries in private clinics 
and 45% in public hospitals are by Caesarean, while similar figures have been reported for Greece. 

  

While no one can dispute the improvement in recent years of the relevant health indicators for 
mothers and infants (survival rates, etc.), the great increase in Caesareans is a matter for concern. 
Given the enormous physical, psychological, social and economic cost of unnecessary Caesareans, 
will the Commission say: 

  

1. Does it have any reliable comparative data on rates of Caesareans in EU countries? Does it have 
any information on the reasons for the great differences between Member States? Can this increase 
be explained solely by the increase in the average age of mothers or the increase in the number of 
multiple births owing to the increased use of artificial insemination? 

  

2. Does it consider that there is scope for EU intervention and the coordination of EU Member States 
in this field? 

  

3. Does it fund – or will it fund in future – relevant research and public awareness programmes (for 
medical associations, prospective parents and even schools) or the dissemination of best practices 
among European citizens? 


