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to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Andrés Perelló Rodríguez (S&D) 

Subject: Designations of origin in the Valencia region of Spain 

Article 93 of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 states that designation of origin means the name of a 
region used to describe a product whose quality and characteristics are essentially or exclusively due 
to a particular geographical environment, with its inherent natural and human factors. In the case of 
wine, this means that the grapes from which it is produced come exclusively from this geographical 
area. 

Article 94 of the aforementioned regulation states that applications for protection of names as 
designations of origin should include a technical file containing, among other things: (a) the name to 
be protected; (b) the name and address of the applicant; (c) a product specification, as referred to in 
paragraph 2 of the article; and (d) a single document summarising the product specification also 
referred to in paragraph 2. 

More specifically, Article 7 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 607/2009 of 14 July 2009 states that 
the ʻlinkʼ should explain to what extent the features of the demarcated geographical area influence the 
final product. 

The body responsible for the Valencia protected designation of origin has failed to establish a link in 
the case of certain areas of land that, with the approval of the regional authorities, have been 
incorporated into its production zone, even though the producers concerned have never sought to 
register their vineyards, and has failed to officially define the production zone by specifying which plots 
and holdings belong to it.  

1. Is the Commission prepared to allow land and production zones that have no link with a protected 
name to be included in an area covered by a designation of origin? 

2. Will it allow wines from production areas containing unidentified vineyards, and whose producers 
have never registered their holdings or participated in the designation of origin scheme, to bear the 
designation? 

3. When verifying that all the production zones share a link with the area covered by the designation of 
origin, should the Commission not exclude any land which produces wines which are more 
characteristic of other designations of origin and any link put forward in an effort to conceal that 
fact? 

 


