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Question for written answer E-005280/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Raül Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Pakistan child charges 

According to a report published in the New York Times on 9 April 2014, Musa Khan, a 9-month-old 
child in Pakistan, was brought to court by the police on charges of attempted murder, and his relatives 
had to hide him from the police. The baby boy was charged alongside four adults in connection with a 
violent protest in a Lahore slum in February 2014. Slum residents threw stones at gas company 
workers who had tried to disconnect households that failed to pay their bills, leading the police to 
charge an entire family with attempted murder, including Musa.  

Lawyers say that the Pakistani police have often lodged exaggerated complaints against poor families 
as a form of collective punishment. Pakistan has signed and ratified the 1989 United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which explicitly states in Article 2: 

‘1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child 
within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her 
parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, 
ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. 2. States Parties shall take all 
appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of discrimination or 
punishment on the basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child’s parents, 
legal guardians, or family members’. 

1. Is the EU monitoring the situation in Pakistan regarding police brutality and the arbitrary 
prosecution of the poorest social groups? 

2. What steps is the EU taking to address the issue of the protection of children from actions by 
government agencies aiming at intimidating and prosecuting their families? 

3. Is the EU currently requesting data from the Government of Pakistan over the number of children 
brought to court under criminal charges and the condition of the facilities where these children are 
being detained? 

4. Taking into account that Pakistan has been granted GSP+ status, which requires the 
implementation of a series of human rights treaties, including the protection of children, what 
steps will the EU take to ensure that the Pakistani Government implements these treaties? Is it 
considering withdrawing the trade benefits granted to Pakistan until such time as these treaties 
are complied with? 

 


