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Question for written answer E-005281/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Claudette Abela Baldacchino (S&D) 

Subject: Pollution in the maritime sector 

The European Union is surrounded by oceans and seas, and there is more sea under the Member 
States’ jurisdiction than land. The coastline, shared by 23 out of the 28 Member States, is seven times 
as long as that of the US. More than 200 million EU citizens live in coastal regions and 88 million work 
in these regions, generating more than 40 % of the EU’s GDP. 5.4 million of these citizens are 
employed in the marine and maritime sectors, the gross value added of which amounts to almost EUR 
500 billion. These facts indicate the current importance of the marine and coastal areas and of the 
maritime economy for the European Union. However, they will play an even more important role in the 
future. There will be a further increase of human and economic activities within these regions and 
sectors. The EU’s maritime economy is crucial to achieving the Europe 2020 goals and has huge 
potential to ensure Europe’s competitiveness in a globalised world. The EU should play a leading role 
in strengthening marine and maritime research and innovation, and fostering growth of the maritime 
sectors. Today, 90 % of the EU’s foreign trade goods are transported by sea. European ports, the 
maritime shipping routes and the shipping industry play a major role in ensuring the supply chain, and 
in connecting European companies and the European market with the other economies all over the 
world. 

1. What are the ongoing projects to help protect the oceans and seas from pollution? 

2. Given that more that 200 million EU citizens live in coastal regions and 88 million work in these 
regions, generating more than 40 % of the EU’s GDP, and 5.4 million of them are employed in 
marine and maritime sectors, the gross value added of which amounts to almost EUR 500 billion, 
can the Commission state how many women work in the maritime sector? 

 


