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Question for written answer E-005286/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Claudette Abela Baldacchino (S&D) 

Subject: Women in the green economy 

The Report of 17 July 2012 on the role of women in the green economy1 refers to the need to equate 
the green economy with a sustainable economy, which in turn includes both a socially and ecologically 
sustainable economy. This of course also means equality between women and men. A green or 
sustainable economy is a system which preserves the ecosystem’s productive capacity (the planet’s 
tolerance) while creating a society where the basic human needs of all are met. Economic 
development in a green economy therefore takes place within the context of what nature can tolerate, 
and ensures a fair distribution of resources between people, between men and women, and between 
generations.  

The report invited the Member States to develop training courses, through EU programmes such as 
the ERDF and the ESF, designed to facilitate women’s access to new ‘green’ jobs, and emerging 
technologies with a low environmental impact, in both the private and public sectors; called on the 
Member States to ensure that female workers are included more in training projects and programmes 
on ecological transformation, i.e., in the renewable sector and in science- and technology-intensive 
jobs, and to focus on giving women, through education and training, the competences and 
qualifications they need in order to compete with men on an equal basis for employment and individual 
career development; and observed that men have easier access to the advanced agricultural 
production means and the business technologies needed to gain high-skill positions in the green 
economy. 

1. Can the Commission give a detailed account of statistical data on women in the green economy? 

2. Can the Commission list the jobs and employment opportunities for women in this field? 

3. Can the Commission give statistical data on training courses developed through EU programmes 
and on how many women benefited from said courses? 

  

                                                      
1  Texts adopted. P7_TA(2012)0321. 


