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Question for written answer E-005434/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Marc Tarabella (S&D) and Jean Louis Cottigny (S&D) 

Subject: VP/HR - Israel and Mordechai Vanunu 

Ever since his release in 2004, Mordechai Vanunu has been subject to police surveillance under 
military orders which continue to be renewed on a regular basis.  In particular, he is prohibited from 
leaving Israel or taking part in internet discussions, and he is required to seek permission before 
communicating with foreigners, including journalists. 

Vanunu's continuing punishment by the Israeli authorities seems purely vindictive, and their argument 
that these harsh measures are necessary to protect national security is plainly absurd. 

Israel insists that Vanunu's freedom needs to be restricted in this way in order to prevent him from 
leaking further secrets about the Israeli nuclear programme, but Vanunu himself has repeatedly stated 
that he disclosed everything he knew about the Israeli nuclear arsenal in 1986, and that he has 
nothing more to say.  In addition, as he and his lawyers have pointed out, what he knew when he was 
first imprisoned related to the nuclear programme as it was 30 years ago and has long since come into 
the public domain. 

Ten years after completing his sentence for revealing details of the Israeli nuclear weapons 
programme to the press, Mordechai Vanunu still suffers harsh and arbitrary restrictions on his freedom 
of movement, expression and association. 

What is the Commission's response to this? 

Does it not think that the restrictions imposed on this former nuclear technician, who spent 18 years in 
prison (the first eleven of them in solitary confinement) for revealing information on the Israeli nuclear 
programme to journalists in the 1980s, are arbitrary and pointless, and have no basis in international 
law?  These ongoing restrictions are seriously damaging his mental and physical health and must be 
lifted immediately. 


