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Question for written answer E-005442/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Sonia Alfano (ALDE) 

Subject: Acts of aggression against EU citizens by the Belgian police: absence of procedural 
safeguards during these procedures  

Non-Belgians from several Member States have complained of being subjected to checks by Belgian 
police officers, which they describe as quite rough, in the European district and particularly Boulevard 
Clovis, Ambiorix Square, Schuman and rue Belliard and near the crèches serving the EU institutions. 

Drivers have been made to get out of their cars, which are then confiscated without any explanation 
being given. These EU citizens were not issued with statements or guaranteed they could be assisted 
by a lawyer, but were forced, with no possibility to object, to go to the police station on Boulevard 
Clovis, or other stations, to undergo checks which – according to some of those concerned – could 
take hours. No interpreter was provided in cases where the police officer used a language (e.g. Dutch) 
which these citizens from other Member States did not understand.  No action has been taken in 
response to any of the complaints these citizens have sent to the ‘P Committee’ (the Belgian Police 
Force’s disciplinary body) or to the King’s Prosecutor.  

It is quite likely that such conduct has effects on the exercising by citizens of their right of free 
movement and the procedural safeguards applicable to them, not least under Articles 41, 47 and 48 of 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, relating to the principles of legality and 
proportionality of criminal offences, and Articles 4 (no discrimination on grounds of nationality), 15 and 
30 (procedural safeguards in respect of free movement and rights of residence) of Directive 
2004/38/EC. 

Were this matter to have effects under criminal law, the Belgian police should be familiar with and 
equally apply the general principles applicable to procedural safeguards on the right to information in 
the criminal proceedings – as set out in Directive 2012/13/EU and in Articles 6 and 13 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

1. Does the Commission plan to take action in respect of the Kingdom of Belgium to ensure that, 
when they approach these EU citizens, the Belgian Police respect procedural guarantees, the 
right of legal defence and the right to be heard? 

2. With regard to Belgian and non-Belgian citizens being treated differently in terms of fines and 
procedures for the impounding of vehicles for the same offences, could the Commission explain 
what follow-up action it has taken on the basis of its replies to written questions E-000958/2001 
and E-004132/2010? 


