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Subject:
TTIP - Cultural exception, cultural services and products

On 23 May 2013 Parliament adopted a resolution on EU trade and investment agreement negotiations with the US, wherein Parliament ‘calls [...] for the exclusion of cultural and audiovisual services, including those provided online, to be clearly stated in the negotiating mandate’.

On 9 October 2014 the Council declassified the Commission’s negotiating mandate. According to point nine of the mandate, ‘the Agreement shall not contain provisions that would risk prejudicing the Union’s or its Member States’ cultural and linguistic diversity, namely in the cultural sector nor limit the Union and its Member States from maintaining existing policies and measures in support of the cultural sector given its special status within the EU and its Member States’.

Nevertheless, at no point in the negotiating mandate is it clearly stated that cultural services and products should be considered, and therefore treated, differently from other commercial services and products, as provided for by the so-called cultural exception.

In light of the above, can the Commission clarify how, in the negotiations with its American counterparts, it defines culture, cultural services and products and provide a precise definition of cultural services and products?
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