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Subject: Consumer information on tyre gripping performance on ice 

Regulation (EC) No 1222/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council and the related 
amending acts, Commission Regulations (EU) Nos 228/2011 and 1235/2011, lay down rules on the 
labelling of tyres, the main aim being to help consumers understand how different tyres can affect a 
vehicle’s fuel consumption. The label also provides information about a tyre’s wet grip, an important 
factor in road safety, given that the tyres are the only point of contact between a car and the road 
surface. 

The wet grip of tyres does not, however, amount to a complete picture of their safety features – it can, 
indeed, create a false sense of security in the slippery wintry conditions that typically occur in Nordic 
countries. To ensure that users in the Nordic countries in particular can choose the right kind of 
studless snow tyres, that is to say, those suited to their needs and driving conditions, research 
institutes have recommended that tyre labelling also cover gripping performance on icy roads. 

It should be noted that wet grip and gripping performance under icy conditions do not go together: on 
the contrary, a tyre in a good wet grip class does not usually grip well on ice. European car and tyre 
markets have been integrated, which means that winter tyres designed for central European 
conditions can end up on the snow-covered and icy roads of northern Europe, for instance because 
used vehicles have been imported or – as has become increasingly common – tyres have been 
purchased online. 

According to surveys carried out in Nordic countries (Sweden, Finland, and Norway),  consumers 
consider gripping performance under icy and wintry conditions to be the most important tyre 
characteristic. The EU tyre labelling, however, greatly influences consumer choice, in spite of the fact 
that the wet grip rating not only fails to give a sufficient picture of a tyre’s performance under Nordic 
winter conditions, but can even induce a false sense of security. 

Will the Commission deal with this flaw and include information about gripping performance on ice 
among the mandatory tyre labelling indications? 

 

 


