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Subject: Syrian refugees in Athens 

More than 200 Syrian refugees in Athens have been on hunger strike since 19 November 2014, calling 
for travel documents that would enable them to travel to other Member States. The Greek government 
has told them that it cannot comply with its obligations under international and European law to secure 
them a decent life. Thanks to the Dublin Regulations, the refugees’ only option remains the 
submission of asylum requests to Greece, as the country of first entry. 

The Commission is asked: 

1. What options do the Syrian refugees have to legally travel and submit asylum requests to other 
Member States in order to benefit from: 

 –  the sovereignty clause, which allows Member States to examine asylum requests when the 
Member State responsible reveals systemic flaws in the asylum procedure and reception 
conditions; 

 – the European Pact on Immigration and Asylum, which provides, in a spirit of solidarity, for full 
consideration for those Member States receiving disproportionate influxes of immigrants? 

2. Are there plans to implement intra-EU relocation programmes, such as EUREMA, for Syrian 
refugees residing in Greece? 

3. What actions does it intend to take to relieve the Member States that form part of the external 
borders of the EU from the massive influx of asylum seekers, also in line with the UNHCR 
pledges? 


