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Question for written answer E-005697/2015 

to the Council 
Rule 130 

Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL), João Ferreira (GUE/NGL), Miguel Viegas (GUE/NGL), Andrejs 

Mamikins (S&D), Bart Staes (Verts/ALE), Georgi Pirinski (S&D), Konstantinos Papadakis (NI), 

Sotirios Zarianopoulos (NI), Rina Ronja Kari (GUE/NGL), Ángela Vallina (GUE/NGL), Lidia Senra 

Rodríguez (GUE/NGL), Kostas Chrysogonos (GUE/NGL), Gabriele Zimmer (GUE/NGL), 

Eleonora Forenza (GUE/NGL), Martina Michels (GUE/NGL), Marina Albiol Guzmán (GUE/NGL), 

Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL), Miloslav Ransdorf (GUE/NGL), Stefan Eck (GUE/NGL), Jiří Maštálka 

(GUE/NGL), Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL), Patrick Le Hyaric (GUE/NGL), Paloma López Bermejo 

(GUE/NGL), Liadh Ní Riada (GUE/NGL), Matt Carthy (GUE/NGL), Lynn Boylan (GUE/NGL), 

Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL), Neoklis Sylikiotis (GUE/NGL), Fabio De Masi (GUE/NGL), 

Kateřina Konečná (GUE/NGL), Sabine Lösing (GUE/NGL) and Javier Couso Permuy (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: End of the common position on Cuba 

The EU, its Member States and Cuba have begun negotiations for the conclusion of a Political 
Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement. Both sides evaluate positively this step and the negotiating 
rounds that have taken place. The success of this agreement could put an end to the EU’s policy of 
interference in Cuba’s internal affairs. It is hoped that the dialogue will take place on a reciprocal basis 
of cooperation, with an unconditional and non-discriminatory character, as had been decided in 2008. 
This should in fact be the stance of the EU and its Member States in all negotiations with other 
sovereign countries, respecting the self-determination of their peoples, international law and the UN 
Charter. The EU’s 1996 Common Position on Cuba remains an obstacle to the normalisation of 
relations between the EU and Cuba, which has been hovering over the negotiations. The Common 
Position violates the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of states and is in fact pointless 
given that Member States have themselves established bilateral relations with Cuba. 

Does the Council not consider that adopting a policy based on equality without preconditions and 
discrimination in a negotiation procedure requires the immediate revocation of the Common Position 
on Cuba? 


